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This book contains 38 lectures given at the Boerhaave Postgraduate Course held in 1979. Those who attended that course will remember that it gave an excellent insight into modern histological features of lymphomas. The meetings were enlivened by discussions between the three main protagonists; Lennert, Lukes and Rappoport. The present volume is confined to the formal papers, but gives a good overview of most aspects of the subject.
The first section describes basic concepts in lymphoma classification, beginning with two papers from the Kiel school on normal histo-physiology and the development of Tand B-cell systems. This is followed by other chapters on detailed aspects of lymphnode cell populations and their functions, and several chapters on immunological aspects of lymphoid neoplasms. Parker describes the methods used at the University of Southern California Medical Centre to investigate these neoplasms of the immune system, and Taylor describes immunoperoxidase techniques applied to tissue sections, and in a second chapter gives a review of lymphoma classifications.
The second section is specially concerned with B-cell tumours, and starts with a chapter by Lukes which includes a discussion on the enhanced aggressiveness of the large transformed B-cell type and on preleukaemic states, such as immunoblastic lymphadenopathy of B-cell type. This is followed by a short chapter by Lennert Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma. Chapters on Tcell diseases follow. The first few give general accounts of T-cell tumours and their diagnosis, including a discussion of the T-cell sub-sets involved. This is followed by a section which includes a paper on the immunopathology of Hodgkin's disease, and another from the Kiel group on lympho-epitheloid lymphoma. This is shown to be a heterogeneous group, with nearly half the cases being Hodgkin's disease on re-examination.
The book contains a good deal of information on lymphomas, mainly from a pathophysiological point of view. It will be of interest to pathologists and haematologists concerned with diagnosis of these tumours. In this book the editor has assembled a large number of papers from selected contributors working in the field of natural cellmediated cytotoxicity (NCMC). The book covers a broader field than the title suggests, with the main emphasis on the properties and functions of natural killer cells (NK cells) and the modulation of their activity. The book illustrates the rapid growth in the study of NCMC, which has now replaced specific T-cell-mediated immunity as the main field of study for many tumour immunologists. It contains over 80 separate contributions, which are in the form of short research papers rather than review articles, but the editor has provided a summary section for each topic.
The first section of the book contains 19 papers on the characteristics of NK cells in a variety of human and animal test systems.
Many of the reports demonstrate the difficulties still encountered when relating cells with NK activity to established systems of lymphocyte classification, due to their heterogeneous nature and to conflicting results in different systems. The second section deals mainly with the relationship between NK cells and K cells, with most of the reports emphasizing their similar though not identical properties. The next 4 sections cover the modulation of NK activity by a variety of mechanisms, including genetic factors, in vitro culture, interferon and inhibitory effects. The large section on specificity deals with receptors on NK cells and target-cell antigens, but despite a considerable amount of work in this area, there is little information on the nature of these structures.
The last two sections on NK cells cover the role of these cells in the host response to tumours. It is clear from these results that there is still little evidence that cells with NK activity have any effect on the growth of human tumours. NK activity is not generally present in the lymphocyte populations infiltrating human tumours or the cells in the draining lymph nodes, but the possibility that NK cells may inhibit tumour growth during the early stages requires further investigation. The final part of the book contains brief sections on natural immunity against microbial agents, lymphokine production and natural cytotoxicity by macrophages and granulocytes.
This book provides a comprehensive coverage of current results on NCMC, with contributions from most of the major laboratories working in this area. It consists of a collection of research papers and is therefore not intended as a general review of the subject, but it does form a very useful reference volume for those working on NCMC or related topics. This volume is the second in a series, the first having dealt with tumours of the rat. The declared aim is to assist international efforts, particularly in carcinogenesis studies, by illustrating the range of tumours to be found in a given site and by suggesting a standard terminology for histological type. It is also regarded as a training manual for new workers.
Twenty-five chapters range comprehensively from the clinically important sites to the Harderian gland. The authors of each chapter have been required to include discussion of normal structure in each site, the biology of its tumours, their induction, and also the incidence and nature of "spontaneous" neoplasms. The quality of the more than 800 photomicrographs is mostly good. The legends have now been placed with their Figures, a major improvement on the first volume. Some chapters lack illustration of normal tissue, which is to be regretted in a "training manual".
It is probable that this volume, like the first, will find wide distribution among oncologists of all disciplines. The editor/ authors might therefore consider for a future edition, indicating whether and where particular tumours (and especially differentiated ones) remain available to other workers, by their maintenance as a line or in nitrogen storage.
J A large well-bound and clearly presented book which continues the standard set by the IARC Scientific Publications series. Divided into 4 main sections (namely Chemistry and Formation, Analysis, Occurrence and Experimental Pathology) it is a book for reference and for the specialist concerned with the problems of the presence of nitroso-compounds in the environment. The first section is by far the largest, comprising more than one third of the volume. It contains many examples of how nitrosocompounds may be formed e.g. by treatment of corn with nitrous acid or endogenously, through inhalation of NO2, from food products and from some drugs under simulated gastric conditions. The protective effects of the vitamins, ascorbic acid and DL-axtocopherol, are also considered. The much shorter section on Analysis includes a comparative analysis of waste waters for the presence of nitrosamines, using a variety of detectors, as well as accounts of recent developments in the detection of volatile nitrosamines in foodstuffs.
Under the heading of Occurrence, the
